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mortgaged premises dated the 5th of May, 1775. Daniel Bennezet also be-
came the purchaser, at two other and subsequent sheriff's sales, of other lands
belonging to Mr. Stiegel.

In the year 1776, possessed of but a small capital, and recently married, I
took a lease for the Elizabeth furnace estate for the term of seven years, not
anticipating at that time that before the expiration of the lease I should have
it in my power to become owner in fee simple of the whole or a greater part
of the estate. Success, however, crowned my endeavors. A new and regular
system was adopted, by which the business of ironworks was made to resemble
more a well-conducted manufactory than the scenes of confusion and disorder
which had before that time prevailed in that business. During the continu-
ance of the lease I made several purchases of lands contiguous to the estate,
and in the year 1780 I purchased from John Dickinson, Esq., the one undivi-
ded third part of the Elizabeth furnace and lands thereunto belonging, he
having before that time become the owner of all the estate and interest which
Alexander Stedman held in the same* In the year 1784 I purchased out Mr.
Charles Stedman, who also held an undivided third part of the estate. The
remaining third part of the original estate was not purchased by me from
Daniel Bennezet until the year 1794, he either not being inclined to sell or
Hiking more than I thought it expedient to give.

On the furnace erected by Huber, whose first name was probably
John, and not Jacob, the following legend was inscribed:

JoJwn JZSTu&er, der tnte Deutsche man

D$r dm J^umwerk wll/Hren kann,

Freely translated, this inscription reads: " John Huber is the
first German who knows how to majke iron."

Baron Henry William Stiegel, whose eccentricities are described
with perhaps too free a hand in Bishop's History of American Ma,nu~

fmiwreB) was a native of Manheim in Germany, and according to the
most reliable accounts a gentleman of noble birth and great wealth.
Elizabeth furnace is said to have been so named by him in honor
of his wife. It is situated near Litiz, fourteen miles from Lancas-
ter. Day says that Stiegel founded the village of Manheim, near
Elizabeth furnace, in 1762, and erected glassworks as well as the
fornace. Bishop states that " some of the first stoves cast in this
country were made by Mr. Stiegel, relics of which still remain in
the old families of Lancaster and Lebanon counties." These and
other early stoves are thus described by the same author.

These ware probably the same as the "Jamb stoves" made by Christopher
Sower, of Oerai&town, some of which were cast at or ]n*mr Lancaster. They